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High-Tech Matriculation: a matriculation diploma with five-unit mathematics and English, plus five-unit physics and/or 

computer science. Five units is the highest level of a matriculation subject. 

A. High-Tech Matriculation: Eligibility and Potential 

Chart 1: Share of students eligible for High-Tech Matriculation, by gender, 2012-2025 

 

 *In 2025, physics and computer science exams were internal (school-based) because of the war. 

Source: 2012-2024: "Is the National Target for Expanding the High-Tech Matriculation Track Achievable?" Sergei Sumkin, 

Osnat Lifshitz and Arthur Sandler, the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy, Reichman University, 2026. 2025: Ministry of 

Education data for the 2024-2025 school year, processed by Sergei Sumkin. 

 

Chart 2: Share of students eligible for High-Tech Matriculation, by school socioeconomic 

status (SES) and gender, 2024 

In high-SES schools, there is one eligible female student for every two eligible male students; in low-

SES schools, the gap is much smaller. 

 

SES = school socioeconomic status, by the Ministry of Education's index: group 1 is the highest; groups 2-5 are lower. 

Source: "Is the National Target for Expanding the High-Tech Matriculation Track Achievable?" Sergei Sumkin, Osnat 

Lifshitz and Arthur Sandler, the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy, Reichman University, 2026. 



Chart 3: High-Tech Matriculation potential by gender and subject, 2025 

Among students eligible for five-unit mathematics and English, 59% of female students complete 

High-Tech Matriculation, compared with 81% of male students. 

 

Source: Ministry of Education data for the 2024-2025 school year, processed by Sergei Sumkin. 

 

B. Excellence in Mathematics: PISA 

Chart 4: Top performers (levels 5-6) in mathematics by gender, Israel, 2015-2025 

The gap at the top levels narrowed in 2025 because the share of male students reaching them 

dropped sharply, not because female students improved. The share of female top performers (3.2%) 

is the lowest since 2015. 

 

Dashed lines = OECD average for male and female students, 2025. 

Source: OECD, PISA 2025 Results (Volume I); processed by the Trump Foundation, September 2026. 



C. Choosing the Track: Students and Parents 

Chart 5: Students – how would you describe the High-Tech Matriculation track? 

 

Source: Student survey, High-Tech Matriculation campaign (Trump Foundation grant), September-October 2026. 9th 

graders: 103 male students, 104 female students. 10th and 11th graders: 211 male students, 208 female students. 

 

 

Chart 6: Parents – how suitable is High-Tech Matriculation for your child, and have you 

talked with your child about it? 

Parents of students in 9th-11th grades, by the student's gender. 

 

The surveys were conducted through an online panel and are not nationally representative. 

Source: Parent survey, High-Tech Matriculation campaign (Trump Foundation grant), September-October 2026. 209 

parents of male students, 194 parents of female students. 


